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2. That he might aid to banish the spleen.
He often dined in private with the Prince, who
was so familiar with him, some time before his
accession, that when wearied with his discourse
he would drily bid him hold his tongue.1 Dufour
was one of those with whom I should have made
myself intimate, had the King continued to live
some time longer; and he was among the persons
and things that occasioned me to project a journey
to Potsdam. But death suddenly interposed, and
I should have sought his intimacy too abruptly;
not to mention that subaltern influence has, on
the King's accession, totally disappeared.

The person named Chapuis is a man who
is not deficient in understanding and address.
He was born in French Switzerland. He is the
governor of the natural son of the King, and
the well-beloved of Madam Rietz. Thinking his
acquaintance might be valuable in many respects,
I consequently sought it, under the pretence of

i It is not very clear, from the original, whether it
was the Prince who bade Dufour, or Dufour who bade
the Prince, hold his tongue. The word prfeomtif, we believe,
can only be applied to an Heir Apparent, or we should
have reversed the reading. whereas at present
